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received seven years' penal servitude, escaping the death
penalty after proving that he had been under the influence
of MuUer. Muller was sentenced to death, but Curtis
advised an appeal. Here again he was unsuccessful. In
June, when Muller was being removed to the Tower in
a taxi-cab, it broke down and a crowd formed immedi-
ately to jeer at one whom they immediately recognized
as a German spy. On the night before his execution he
collapsed completely, but in the early morning, when he
went to face the firing party, he expressed a wish to shake
hands with the soldiers.

On May n, 1915, the " Security Services " sent out tele-
grams to the ports of England asking for an immediate
report on any young man of unknown description and
any nationality, who might give as his business the selling
of cigarette-lighters; the net was to bring in a drug-
taking Jew, and Curtis was to have the first of several
briefs that caused him pain and embarrassment and some-
times real sorrow. " It was an unpleasant task," he said,
" but I considered it to be my duty, and I fulfilled my
duty as far as I was able/5

The young Jew traveller in cigarette-lighters was Robert
Rosenthal, an ex-criminal who had been offered his freedom
if he would undertake espionage for Germany. It was
by the wildest chance that he was apprehended, for the
authorities had nothing more to go on than that he was
expected in England shortly. A letter had been inter-
cepted in the post which gave these bare details, and
only a few hours after the telegrams had been dispatched,
news came that such a man was waiting to catch a boat
at Newcastle. When he was brought to London he
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